
Knowing that their new home was in the Saint Rose school attendance area for bus service was reassuring to
Mary Kay and Al Rudeen. “That’s where we wanted our kids to go,” she says. However, after moving into
the house on Marion Street they discovered they were just outside the school boundary. They were able to
get bus service, but were uncertain how long it would last. That’s when Mary Kay asked their real estate
agent to find them a home within a block of Saint Rose. After a year of looking the agent found a property
for sale that was four houses from the parish parking lot. “We’ll take it,” said Mary Kay, even before looking
at the house. That was somewhat shocking news to Al and the agent. “I never went inside,” she recalls. “It
was the perfect location for our young family.” 

The Rudeens, as long-time volunteers and supporters of the school, believe one of the best ways to grow the
parish is to grow the school. They would like to see more school parents become active in the parish as a
whole. That’s the path Mary Kay followed. She volunteered throughout their children’s years at Saint Rose
school and volunteered for many more years for the parish.

Her ideas, dedication and hard work have had a lasting impact on the Saint Rose community. She started
the Rose Garden Auction and Gala, an event that has been a major fund-raising enterprise for a quarter
century and continued to work on it for 20 more years. She also created the parish festival. 

Both Rudeens were Eucharistic ministers. Mary Kay served on the school board and Pastoral Council. She
taught Confirmation and worked with youth groups. Al, a retired bank executive, spends time doing home
improvement and handyman projects around the area, along with plenty of hunting and fishing.
 Mary Kay retired from Muska Electric Co. after 19 years as an administrative assistant. Today, she is
focusing on her spiritual growth in concert with other women of the parish. “Our women’s faith-sharing
group, organized by Grace Koleczek, Saint Rose’s pastoral associate, gives women the opportunity to share
and grow our faith with one another,” says Mary Kay. “For me, it is a very peaceful time.” 

Mary Kay and Al Rudeen

Other things to know about Mary Kay and Al:
• Mary Kay and Al, both born and raised in St.
Paul, met when they worked at the Montgomery
Ward store on University Avenue. Their very first
conversation focused on how many kids they each
wanted. Mary Kay said eight and Al quickly
agreed. A year later they were married and will
celebrate their 51st anniversary this year. 
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